
PERFECT GETAWAY W N A SHORT BREAK AT A HISTORIC LUXURY HOTEL
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BATIIROOMS
From a luxurious
sunken bath to a
traditional ro[-top

o The uttimate cooker,
and why it's worth it
. 0putent sitk curtains,
the hot new trend
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lcnDv R.gcs xlrcadr owrcd r cotrage in. pretty
hùbour town on drc ilc dc Ré, bur when a fr'end
told hcr rbout roothcr prupcny ùat wes for sale
nerrbv. she coull not rcs*t ukiog r look. whrt
shr rJrJ not expcct to tnd rvrs r housc pcrlcctly
rcroutcrl in tht mdnbnrlstylc ùrt shc edorcd.

lennr rln, knelv h€r hùsbxnd, Pxul-H.ùri
Sohler. uoultl ltxe the property, tæ.

It u.rs sùilc rn r holnla,v thrt l.nù!, \Lho
hrs lived in France since 1992 xûd P.ul-H.nri
discorererl thc bcruriÀn ile de Ré. iust ofithc
rvest crrst.'l'hev strnerl to visit it rrsuhrlv with
thei r  gnr  Wi l l i rm rnr l  Benirnr i .  r id  ercr tur l ly ,
in 2006, bought r cottrge there to use:r r holnlav
honre ther  r l rerdy hrd r  house on the mr inhnr l

'We hrdn't phnned to buy rnother prcpeny
herc, rct uhen I crme to rierv the to*nhouse.

I rvrs cntrrnced. Ânrl *,hen Pàùl-Hcn.i.rù.
rnd lookcd .t it. he Nrs rs impresed rs I was.'

But securing the propcrty rvrsl cry. Jennl
ân.l P.ul Henr' were not alonc in thcir rdmirrtrn
for tlie toqnbouse and soon found thcnrseh,es in
e bidding wrr wnh another couple. They oilered
morc iùd hxd rhc bcncfii ofbeing cash buvers.
s.ys lcnny. Bùr for sonc rcason tlie ooner decided
to scll;t to us, rvhich rvrs prctiv am.zing.'

Nonc ofthc lmals sccm ccnein about tbe age
ol dt cottrge, but u mev hrvc bccn uscd for
ncmbc.s of the .le.ijv - thcrc s supposcdly
r  sc. ret  tunnel l i rk i rg the hoùsc to r  Dcàrb!
church. "I hc prevnns o*r,rr hàd spent two vcas
renouting thc phce to r high levcl. fcnry rdds.
'Âpfarcntly, he gutted ii bccruse invrs in srch
poor condi t ion and empbver lL,calcraf i *nen >
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t , ,  cr r r r  r r r t  r l l  rhc r t t l  o , ,  r l , .  l , rNn- .  r igh i
{L(^rn rohf i ingn. t r  r r ( l roh*rnr l  cupLnnls. '

s , ,  r f  rcq!1r in!  rh!  . ( r t rsc dt  couplc ucrr l l
l . r t
r l r  l ( ! ,h  rhc l  s inrr (L i l ,c . ( - \ r \n i ,s l ru. rùfu1
\ , !  k  n)  c .nrpLr t r  rn( l  c \cn rhc $. t l rs  , , f t | r  r  r l ls

' . . i . 1 '  , l  . r l  1  . . 1 .
Jr  \û ic i  r . ! !hr i ,nN. .  thc rhnr l  rcgrr l i rg  rhe
r  o lours r , f thc cr tcr i r r :  r i r  cxrn1,1c.  rhr  r  i r r IN
nNt i . rs  h. \ r  1 , ,1,c  gr . tn ,  grr \  or  b lùc.  So rh. r r
\ is ,D. l ,L ' l r  jo l ,  re  iùni . r l i ! r .1 \  hr( l r r )  ' r .h l . '

ln !k lc  thc r ( r \ .1 , . r { ,  rh.  s  r l l r  r r r l  c lc{ . rnr

r .n. l l r ( l  1 l \ r r .c \  in  dr i  , r .cprrn r r r r r  rnr l
I t l r .hrù 1, r ( l  l )ern t i in icd $t , r ! ,  ! ,  l r , ,n !
r r . l  Pru l l  1 . . .  t .ù id soùrc crr r l , ldR:nr ing
\h i r r  t r inr . ( l  i . rb lcs Lf  drr  s , t l i , , ] j  r ! ' . .  l  hc
.1. r1,  \o . ( l (br i r \  i ! r  rh. l , r .1 ,cn r l ! ,  n , . l lch r ] rc
r ( ! )cs o i  rh{ :  11tr l { i ! fs  \ l , i lc  l , inh r . .cs. ' i rs
r ( l i l  r  p ,ef t ! ,  fôù1nrr . r ( iu .h '11,e, .  i \ r l ! ) .
! fu  rnhu. . ,hùr  rhc ic  grou,r l - l l ( rn \ t , r .c5,
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cnh.nccd bf  ihc h i lh .c i l inss.nd.hborr t .
comiclrg. Th. *.11 pxnlllinr rml ilrr-to'ctiling
cutbr . ( ls  r . l { l  t ( ,  th . .hss ic  Frcnch h,k.

Ufst.irs, th. pn,pltrrnnr\ ol thc bcrhrms rnd
bidrrixrùs .rc cqurll\ srn..ous.l)ur r'€ nnicncd
bl thc couplci choicc o1 lrstclshr(les ia. rbc \..lls
rml  so l t  lurn ish ings.  In  the n 

"e.  
bcdûnn,

r  sch.m. u l  i l " , l .Rl  g, .en b, inss oùt  ihc t rcauiy
ol  r l ,c  r r l l .  q t , i t€ , t , r in l ( l  .u fborr ( l \ .  ln  t rcr .  hcrc

rs in  othe.  tJ  ts  of ib is  del ight f i r l  housc thcrc
is r {lisrinctlr I'lngli\h C;corgirn feel. t)fcoursc,
th i \  AnJ,r l (Lf rcn.h stv lc  ,cHccrs borh jcDn! .od

Prul'l len'i\ re5tecttre he.u.gcs.
'l 

he couplc harc rcall,v nadc thc mosr oi crdr
.o.nr Lv furni5lring thc spic.s w1îh ihir rn(l
iorginrtion. tsut drc conrgc s st,vlcLJ slmprtlctic to
its rge, rnd as a feniil,v horn.,,L *orLs s1{rlc.li,llr
se l l .  wc gct  coormts p lcmrc t i r r r  rhn p l rcc
rnc l  ncuhcr  ofus cro inùgin.  c \c .  sc l l ins i t ,  lcn i ,
corch cs.  w. lovc .v . rvrh i rs  rbout  , t .  m
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